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GUMALA ABORIGINAL CORPORATION, MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Statement by Minister for Housing and Works 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Housing and Works) [9.04 am]:  In a little under an hour I will 
be co-signing an important document that seeks to redress the historically low rate of Aboriginal home 
ownership in Western Australia.  Representatives of the Gumala Aboriginal Corporation in the Pilbara will join 
me on the lawns of the fern garden to sign a memorandum of understanding that we hope will become a model 
for future cooperation between the state government and Aboriginal groups.   

Only 27 per cent of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in Western Australia own their own home.  We 
believe the type of cooperative approach we are adopting through this agreement will effectively foster increased 
Aboriginal home ownership.  Gumala is an alliance of Aboriginal language groups in the Pilbara.  Although 
many of its members are in Tom Price, others live in South Hedland, Perth and throughout Western Australia.  
This agreement will ensure that Gumala members are made aware of the existing range of home ownership 
options that are available to them.  It will also expand these options to include initiatives such as shared-equity 
schemes.  The agreement will build on other worthwhile programs that are already in place to help overcome the 
obstacles of housing affordability facing Aboriginal people.  The Aboriginal Home Ownership Scheme, which is 
run by Aboriginal people for Aboriginal people, has already provided low-deposit loans for more than 500 
households around the state.  The mainstream Keystart scheme, which has many Aboriginal borrowers, also 
provides low-deposit home loans across the community.  Home ownership is a key factor in overcoming 
economic disadvantage for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.  It can improve quality of life, improve 
family health, foster independence, reduce reliance on welfare and address systemic poverty.  The signing of 
today’s agreement represents a real milestone on the road to increased Aboriginal home ownership.  It 
demonstrates our intention of working together, using the resources of government and an Aboriginal 
corporation, to achieve the positive housing outcomes that we all so urgently seek. 
 


